Identity loss and maintenance: commonality of experience in cancer and dementia.
This paper examines parallel thematic findings from two qualitative studies exploring the experience of disease as it relates to cancer and dementia. The original studies examined the experiences of 16 individuals with cancer and 20 with dementia, and the impact of these first hand experiences and those of their principal family carers. The paper presents findings linked to the common or shared concepts of identity loss and maintenance as expressed by both the affected individual and the family carer.